IV.   THE STORY OF YIJSUF AND ZULAIKHA.

Yusuf and Zulailcha, like Saldmdn and Absdl>
belongs to the series of poems known as the Haft
Aurang. Jami heralds his poem with a good deal
of laudacious singing on the Prophet, Beauty,
Love, and concludes by remarking that the loves
of Majnun and Laila " have had their day," and
makes this excuse for weaving another love poem
on another theme. But this- scheme was scarcely
original, Firdawsi and Ansari having previously
composed poems on a similar subject. How-
ever, the tongue of the' critic is surely silenced
by these humble lines :

If here and there a slip or fault you see,
May he not lay the blame of all on me.
May he correct my errors, or befriend
With generous silence faults he cannot mend.

If the work be regarded as a love poem, with-
out its mystical interpretation, Yusuf may well
be regarded as a cold, statuesque young man of
the St. Anthony type, but cast in a more beau-
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